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I am Becky McClain founder and Director of the Center for Public Awareness in Bioethics, also referred to as CPAB.  CPAB is a non-partisan, non-profit initiative to increase public awareness in bioethics for the promotion and protection of human dignity, rights and wellbeing.  As a scientific professional for 23 years, mostly working as a research molecular biologist, I first began my education at a time when scientists had just recently discovered the tools to cut and ligate DNA, entering into the age of recombinant DNA, cloning and genetic engineering.  And today the immense power of these genetic technologies has brought us to a new biological age which will impact our lives dramatically.  We now have successfully cloned human embryos from the DNA of three different parents, we can resurrect ancient viruses from the dead, we can clone animals, sheep, dogs and cats, to only name a few, and now we have directed major funding toward creating synthetic life.  These are only a few examples of how we have entered into a new biological age.

 
Although these technologies offer much promise to our medical world and world of discovery, they also have the potential to cause great harm especially since many of them are intimately tied to commercialization and consequently, lack in regulation.  Technologies which are tied to the market forces very often are not mandated to consider human dignity, welfare and rights and are often found embroiled with conflicts of interest. 

One of the challenges we face is that the public and the policy makers lack a full understanding of the social implications of these technologies.  Hence the purpose of CPAB is to increase awareness in bioethics so that the public has the ability to better understand the repercussions that these technologies may have on our rights, our safety and concepts of human dignity.  
 
Today, however, instead of discussing the bioethics of sophisticated technologies such as, embryonic stem cells, human cloning or nanotechnology, we will look at something more familiar and close to home.  And that is Lyme Disease.  When I decided to select this topic for discussion, I thought it would be a much easier and less complex subject than genetic engineering.  Was I ever wrong!  Not only is the study of Lyme disease complex, but the topic is the source of ongoing debate within the medical community.  
 
Our goal today is not to debate these issues, but to provide an open and responsible exchange of views in a public discussion, in the hope that it might increase public awareness of bioethical issues and help you make informed decisions to prevent Lyme Disease or find avenues for adequate treatment.  
 
I would like to thank the Deep River Restoration Association for the use of this beautiful auditorium, especially Ted MacKenzie for his expertise in audio visual technologies.  I also want to thank Beth Campbell and Margie Tietjen for their help in publicity and research.  And finally I want to thank the Niantic Toastmasters for helping to moderate the public discussion. 
 
CPAB is interested in attracting people like poets and philosophers to help in bioethical discussions relating to human dignity, rights and wellbeing.  So today we want to preface the movie, "Under Our Skin" with a short presentation from both a poet and a philosopher to help us think about the concept of human dignity, but also to appreciate and applaud those who work for our wellbeing.   
 
At this time, I request the President of Niantic Toastmasters, Eva Menon, to introduce our speakers.
